
The term, “Widow’s Son,” should be a 

thought-provoking one to the Mason.  In 

taking it at its face value it would mean that 

you are the son of a widow.  Surely there 

has to be more to it than that.  As I began 

delving into this topic I discovered that as I 

most things in Masonry, there are deeper 

meaning.  The Grand Lodge of North Car-

olina republished an article by Brother 

Robert H. Johnson that originally appeared 

in the November 2013 issue of The Work-

ing Tools Magazine. 

Brother Johnson says that one can trace 

the term actually to Ruth in the Bible.  At 

the age of 40 she marries 80 year old Bo-

az.  The very next day Boaz dies.  “That 

must have been some wedding night!”  

From that point onward all the descend-

ants of Ruth became known as the “Sons 

of the Widow.”   

Thus, the first “Son of the Widow” is Obed, 

who had a son Jesse, whose son was King 

David who built the city of Jerusalem.  His 

son is Solomon who built the famous Tem-

ple.  Jesus is a descendant of this line, 

thus besides being the Messiah, it makes 

Him, the “Son of a Widow,” or the 

“Widow’s Son.” 
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Brother Johnson talks about being a 

detective in piecing together the ge-

nealogical records in Biblical times.  

He argues that one next needs to go 

back 12 generations from King Solo-

mon to Jacob, the founder of the 12 

tribes of Israel. His fourth son, Judah 

is from whom King Solomon’s line-

age comes.   

Looking to his sixth son, Naphtali, a 

rather obscure line is followed.  In 1 

Kings 7:13-14, it says that Hiram’s 

father was a very skilled artisan 

working with bronze and so was he.  

It also says that his mother was a 

widow, thus he too has the designa-

tion the “Son of the Widow,” or the 

“Widow’s Son.”   

Brother Johnson hypothesizes that 

perhaps King Solomon wanted Hi-

ram to come work on the temple be-

cause he too was a “Widow’s Son,” 

and he was also a very distant 

cousin. 

The article continues to talk about 

lineage.  Brother Johnson says that 

what ties Jesus’s lineage together is 

the “ability to create.  According to  

Washington’s Past Masters: 

 

1811  Joseph Hough 

1812  Thomas Blair 

1812  Robert Taylor 

1813  Samuel Bayless 

1813  Joseph Potter 

1814  Samuel Bayless 

1814-1815 Joseph Hough 

1815  Samuel Bayless 

1816  Thomas Kelsey 

1817  Samuel Bayless 

1817-1819 Joseph Benham 

 

Our 7th unique and 11th overall Worship-

ful Master was Joseph Shaler Benham.  

He was born in Newport, Kentucky about 

1796.  His parents moved to Cincinnati, but 

he did his schooling back in  
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Masonic Education: The 3 P ’s  

For anyone that has heard of Marcus 

Lemonis (from the Profit) they know 

that he emphasis the 3 P’s to being 

successful in business—-people, prod-

uct, and process.  In our lodge we are 

going to emphasize the 3 P’s too—-

people, practical, and play. 

1) Repetition is More Important 

than Time Spent 

2) Break down into small 

chunks 

3) Perfect each chunk 

4) Make it into a game 

(something fun for you) 

5) Rest in between the small 

chunks 

In the officer training that I at-

tended, they challenged us as 

brothers to learn one paragraph 

of a charge or one page of a lec-

ture.  Use the above to do so. 

M o  W e b b  
L O D G E  E D U C A T I O N A L   
O F F I C E R  C O L U M N I S T  
@ W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  

Luke, the line starts with Elohim (The Great Architect of the Universe) and then to Ad-

am.”  From Adam we eventually get to Enoch, who was the builder of a mythological 

underground vault.  This legend is featured in the York Rite’s Holy Royal Arch and the 

Scottish Rite Southern Jurisdiction’s 13th degree, “Royal Arch of Solomon.”  Some ar-

gue that Enoch was the builder of the Great Pyramid at Giza and ancient Egyptians 

knew that as “The Pillar of Enoch.” 

Noah built the Ark to house all of God’s creatures during the great flood.  It is purported 

that Abraham and Ishmael built the Kaaba, which is one of the holiest sites for Muslims.  

As was mentioned earlier, King David built a city, Jerusalem, and King Solomon built the 

Temple.  Jesus is the builder of a spiritual temple.   Just like each of these builders, as 

Masons we too are involved with building.  We are building our spiritual temples too.  

Brother Johnson leaves us with this question: 

“So brethren, I ask you, “Who is the Widow’s Son?”  “Look in the mirror brothers and 

you will surely see him.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

R o c k y  J a c k s o n  
A U T H O R  
@ W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  

The Widows Sons are an independent 

Masonic group of brothers who enjoy 

riding motorcycles.  They were founded 

in 1998 in Illinois.  They promote Free-

masonry in the world of Motorcycling, 

and the reverse is also true—they pro-

mote motorcycling to Freemasons.  

They take care of widows and orphans 

and they are very involved in local char-

ities.   

If you would like more information about 

becoming a part of them, there are a 

number of brothers in our lodge that are 

Widows Sons.  Our Junior Deacon, Da-

vid Caron is the Guardian of Member-

ship with the Five Rivers Saints, the 

newest chapter in Ohio.  Brother Mi-

chael Rapp, is the Vice President of 

Brazen Pillars.  He’s extremely active 

with the Widows Sons traveling to many 

out of state events. 

Either of these two brothers would glad-

ly help you become involved in this Ma-

sonic organization.  

 Newport as it had far superior schools at the 

time.  In 1819, he opened a law office in Cin-

cinnati.  In  1824 he made a reception 

speech for General Marquis De Lafayette 

upon his visit to Hamilton.  In 1825, the town 

fathers of Cincinnati elected him to also give 

a welcoming speech to Lafayette upon his 

visit there.  On February 27, 1823, President 

James Monroe appointed him U.S. Attorney 

for the District of Ohio.  In 1839 Benham was 

one of several persons interviewed by the 

Ohio Democratic Party to possibly receive 

their nomination to the U.S. Senate to re-

place U.S. Senator Thomas Morris.  Joseph 

Benham died prematurely on July 15, 1840 

while in New Orleans and was buried in the 

Continued on pg. 3 
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Washington Lodge in Massachusetts 

has the distinction of being only 1 of 6 

lodges in the country dedicated in hon-

or of George Washington while he was 

still alive.  It also has the distinction of 

being 1 of 21 lodges in the state to 

receive a charter under Paul Revere, 

the Grand Master. 

This lodge was founded in 

Roxbury in March of 1796.  

It originally met in the home 

of one of its members 

(pictured to the right)  In 

1868 Roxbury became a 

part of the city of Boston. 

In 1966 the lodge moved 

to Lexington where it has 

been ever since. (pictured 

to the right)  Lexington  is 

where the Scottish Rite, 

Northern Masonic Juris-

diction has its headquar-

ters and museum.   

Who is the Widow’s Son? 

Introduction 

People 
For People, we will feature a spotlight-

ed brother of the month.  The very first 

featured Mason of the Month is Brother 

Tom Durr (see page 9 for this article). 

Practical 
Each month I’m going to try to give you 

some practical application that will 

help you in your masonic journey, with 

some aspect of your masonic learning, 

or a lesson and practical advice on be-

coming a better version of yourself. 

Play 
This will be a Jeopardy style game of 

Past Masters versus all other lodge 

brothers.  There will be various catego-

ries in which the competitors try to 

come up with the correct answers. 



Israel Ludlow’s family fled Eng-

land for the colony of New Jer-

sey.  His father, Cornelius Lud-

low, was one of the judges who 

passed the sentence of death up-

on King Charles I.  Upon, the res-

toration of Charles II to the 

throne, the family was forced to 

flee.  In the New World, at their 

farm called Long Hill, Israel Lud-

low was born.  When the Revolu-

tionary War came to Morristown, 

he witnessed some of the fighting 

that took place.  He became an 

avowed patriot. 

 

Later on he went to college and became a surveyor.  

In 1787 Surveyor-General of the United States, 

Thomas Hutchinson, hired Israel to survey the 

Seven Ranges (Eastern Ohio).  In 1788 and 1789 he 

worked for General Rufus Putnam surveying for 

the Ohio Company.  Over time through govern-

ment appointments, personal commissions, or sur-

veying and platting land that he himself pur-

chased, Israel surveyed more land in Ohio than 

any other man. 

In 1788, Israel made his way to Limestone (present 

day Maysville, KY) where he reported to Judge John Cleves Symmes.  Along 

with 3 others, he was charged with laying out a 640 acre town across from the 

mouth of the Licking River.  This town was named Losantiville, which was later 

changed to Cincinnati.  Israel is credited with being the first to “stretch a chain” 

in Cincinnati.  Although he was only in his early 20’s, he was given one third of 

an ownership interest in Cincinnati. 

In 1787 Judge Symes made a 

proposal to Congress to pur-

chase all the land between the 

two Miami rivers for one dollar 

an acre.  However, he was una-

ble to raise enough money for 

the million acres he wanted.  He 

was able to purchase about a 

third of what he desired, 

311,682 acres.  In 1890, Alexan-

der Hamilton, the Secretary of 

the Treasury at the time 

charged Israel Ludlow with sur-

veying the Symmes Purchase. 

Then in 1795, he received an-

other appointment from the US 

Government after the Treaty of 

Greenville to survey the bound-

ary between the United States and the Indian Territory as agreed to in the 

Treaty. 

On October 30, 1794 General Jonathan Dayton acquired the Military Range of 

the Miami Purchase.  On Dec. 12 he had Israel Putnam lay out and plat a town 

for him on a fractional section which Israel subsequently purchased on July 27, 

1795.   

Prior to the army abandoning Fort 

Hamilton the only people who lived 

nearby were  Charles Bruce and Da-

vid Beaty both of which had residenc-

es on a pond south of the Fort.  

Beaty’s cabin was about a mile away 

and in 1793, Charles Bruce built his 

residence about a mile and a half 

away from the Fort. 

Israel Ludlow set about laying out a 

town around Fort Hamilton and 

called it Fairfield.  It subsequently 

changed its name to Hamilton in 

honor of the Fort.    

Israel Ludlow employed Darius C.  

Oreutr, who had been a pack-horse master with St. Clair’s army, as his agent.  

Oreutr laid out lots and made contracts with individuals who wished to pur-

chase them.  There were a total of 242 in lots (six poles by twelve poles) and —- 

outlots (four acres) that were recorded in 1802.  Alleys were laid out as 16 feet 

wide with the streets being 66 ft. wide except High street was laid out as 69 ft. 

wide.   

In 1803, when the state of Ohio carved Butler County out of Hamilton County, 

Ludlow not only donated a square for the county courthouse, he also donated 

$4,200 to build it.  He further donated another square for a church and a cem-

etery (which is now known as Symmes Park) in order to win the bid to become 

the county seat. 

Going back to Israel Ludlow’s surveying career, in 1795 he entered into a part-

nership with General Dayton, General St. Clair, General Wilkinson, as well as 

William McMillan in which they purchased Ranges 7 and 8 of the Miami Pur-

chase.  In November of that year Ludlow laid out the city of Dayton (which he 

named in honor of the General). 

Continued on Page 3 

Washington Post  

received word his father had 

passed away and his sister was 

gravely ill. He immediately 

headed back to Charleston. To 

try to aide his sister’s recovery 

Poinsett took his sister on a 

journey to New York. Unfortu-

nately she passed away shortly 

after they arrived in New York 

City. This left Poinsett as the 

sole heir to his father’s estate. 

At the time the estate was worth 

approximately $100,000 (about 

$2,000,000 in today’s money). 

In 1806, Poinsett traveled to the 

Russian capital of St. Peters-

burg. There he was invited to 

the court of Czar Alexander. Al-

exander was impressed with 

Poinsett and offered him a com-

mission in the Russian military. 

Poinsett initially refused and Al-

exander insisted he travel 

around the country and get to 

know its people. Poinsett set 

out around Russia in 1807 with 

a small party and was one of 

the last American’s to visit Mos-

cow before Napoleon burned 

the city. 

 

By the time Poinsett had re-

turned to Moscow to meet with 

Czar Alexander news of 

the H.M.S. Leopard attack upon 

the Chesapeake.  War between 

At the age of 60, he died in his 

sleep.  The then Vice-president, 

Thomas Marshall said, “Death had 

to take Roosevelt sleeping, for if 

he had been awake, there would 

have been a fight. 
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Joel Roberts Poinsett was an 

American diplomat and politician. 

Poinsett was born on March 2nd, 

1779 in Charleston, South Caroli-

na. His education consisted of 

schools in Connecticut and Europe. 

At the age of 21 of returned to 

South Carolina where his father he 

insisted he study law under a prom-

inent local Charleston lawyer. 

 

In 1801, Poinsett, who was not in-

terested in studying law, convinced 

his parents to let him have an ex-

tended your of Europe. He spent 

the next few years traveling around 

Europe including France, Switzer-

land and Austria.  

 

In December of 1803, Poinsett  

Poinsettia ’s named for a Brother  

M a s o n i c  Wo r d  P u z z l e  

Britain and American was coming 

so Poinsett returned to the United 

States. In the final meeting be-

tween Alexander and Poinsett, Al-

exander expressed his approval 

regarding the actions of the United 

States Congress concerning the 

attack. 

From 1810 to 1814, Poinsett was 

assigned as a “special agent” to 

South America by President James 

Madison. There he became active-

ly involved in the colonial revolu-

tionaries seeking independence 

from Spain. There he met JosÃ© 

Miguel Carrera a leader in the rev-

olutionary efforts in Chile. Poinsett 

advised Chile in their efforts 

against Royalist Peru. In 1813, an 

American Frigate arrived in Chile 

only to be attacked and defeated 

by a British vessel during the War 

of 1812. Poinsett was captured at 

the time and then released back to 

Chile and was forced to make his 

way back to the United States, ar-

riving in Charleston in 1815. 

On his return Poinsett was seen as 

an expert on Latin American af-

fairs. In 1816 his friend Carrera ar-

rived in the United States seeking 

aide in the revolutionary efforts of 

Chile. Poinsett worked to get finan-

cial and material support for Carre-

ra’s efforts  —Continued on page 4 

T h e  B l a c k  C a m e l  H a s  T a k e n  
N o b l e  C o l .  J o s e p h  K i t t i n g e r  

Vacuum cleaners were originally horse drawn. 

One of the earliest known vacuum cleaners was so 

large that it had to be hauled from house to house 

via a horse-drawn carriage.  Its giant hoses were 

popped through the windows of customers, and a 

gas-powered motor generated the suction that 

pulled the dirt and debris into a glass container 

where onlookers could gawk at the volume of filth 

coming from their neighbors' homes. 

How can you keep snow and ice off your wind-

shield? Some say a solution of three parts vine-

gar to one-part water sprayed on the wind-

shield each night can cut your ice-scraping time 

in half or better. (Use caution to avoid your 

paint job.) Also, try covering your wipers with 

an old pair of long socks so they don’t freeze to 

the glass! 

Answer on Page 21 

 

The Wick House—-neighboring farm to the Ludlow 

Farm.  A Map that survey map that Israel Putnam 

did is at the Morristown Library 

This circa 1860 map shows the pond that is 

mentioned as the earliest settlers of Hamilton 

R o c k y  J a c k s o n  
H I S T O R I A N  
S E N I O R  D E A C O N   
@ W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  

Dec 13, 2022  It is with great sadness that we report that 50 plus year Mason 
and Shriner Joseph Kittinger died at the age of 94. 

OPERATION LINEBACKER 

Kittinger served three combat tours of duty during the Việt Nam War, flying a 

total of 483 combat missions. During his first two tours he flew as an aircraft 

commander in Douglas A-26 Invaders and modified On Mark Engineering, B-26K 

Counter-Invaders as part of Operations Farm Gate and Big Eagle.  

Following his first two Vietnam tours, he returned to the United States and soon 

transitioned to the McDonnell Douglas F-4 Phantom II.  

During a voluntary third tour of duty to Việt Nam in 1971–72, he was DO then 

commanded the 555th Tactical Fighter Squadron (555 TFS), the noted "Triple 

Nickel" squadron, flying the F-4D Phantom II. During this period he was credited 

with shooting down a North Việtnamese MiG-21 while flying an F-4D, USAF Seri-

al No. 66-7463, with his WSO, 1st Lieutenant Leigh Hodgdon. — con’t on Page 3 



Washington Post  

N o b l e  K i s s i n g e r  
Continued page 2 

Kittinger was shot down on 11May 1972, just before the end of his third tour-

of-duty. While flying an F-4D, USAF Serial No. 66-0230, with his weapons 

systems officer, 1st Lieutenant William J. Reich, Kittinger was leading a flight 

of Phantoms approximately 5 miles (8.0 km) northwest of the Thái Nguyên 

steel mill in North Việt Nam, when they were engaged by a flight of VPAF 

MiG-21 fighters. Kittinger and his wingman were chasing a MiG-21 when Kit-

tinger's F-4 was hit by an Atoll IR air-to-air missile from another MiG-21 that 

damaged the plane's starboard wing and set the aircraft on fire.  

Kittinger and Reich ejected a few miles from Thái Nguyên and were soon 

captured and taken to the capital city of Hà Nội .  

During the same engagement, Kittinger's wingman, Captain S. E. Nichols, 

shot down the aggressor MiG-21 they had been chasing.  

Kittinger and Reich spent 11 months as prisoners of war (POWs) in the Hà 

Nội Hilton ~ Hỏa Lò Prison". Kittinger was put through rope torture soon after 

his arrival at the POW compound and this made a lasting impression on him. 

Kittinger was the senior ranking officer (SRO) among the newer prisoners of 

war, i.e., those captured after 1969.  

In Kittinger's autobiography "Come Up and Get Me" (by Kittinger and Craig 

Ryan), Kittinger emphasized being very serious about maintaining the military 

structure he considered essential to survival.  

Kittinger and Reich were returned to American hands during Operation 

Homecoming on 28 March 1973, and they continued their Air Force careers, 

with Kittinger having been promoted to O-6 full colonel while in captivity.  

From an interview done in 2021  

Joe Kittinger, After 94 Years Of Service And Exploration, Slips The Sur-

ly Bonds Of Earth  

Jim Clash, Contributor to Forbes  

The first time I encountered United States Air Force Col Joe Kittinger was at 

The Explorers Club Annual Dinner in 2001. He was on stage at the Waldorf 

Astoria Hotel in New York, receiving the prestigious Explorers Medal from the 

Club. After he had left the podium, none other than Neil Armstrong, first man 

on the moon, hugged him. That, of course, got me curious.  

When I researched Kittinger the following week, I understood why Armstrong 

had paid attention. In 1960, as part of an iffy USAF experiment to determine 

whether pilots and future astronauts could eject at extreme altitudes and sur-

vive, Kittinger, clad in a clumsy spacesuit, rode a helium balloon to 102,800 

feet above the Earth, then jumped out of his cramped gondola. His body ac-

celerated to more than 600 mph in the near vacuum at the edge of space. 

Kittinger was testing a revolutionary new drogue parachute to stabilize him, 

and it worked.  

After more than four minutes of free fall, Kittinger’s body was slowed by fric-

tion in the thicker atmosphere below, allowing him to deploy his main para-

chute at 15,000 feet. He then gently coasted to the floor of the New Mexico 

desert. Other than a swollen hand from a failed pressure glove, he was un-

harmed. Success! Waiting for Kittinger was a telegram from the Mercury 7 

astronauts, including the late Sen. John Glenn, thanking him for his bravery 

during the dangerous experiment. Not long after, the jump was featured on 

the cover of Life Magazine.  

Kittinger held that parachute world record until 2012, when Austrian daredevil 

Felix Baumgartner, as part of a highly-publicized Red Bull stunt, jumped from 

even higher, just over 128,000 feet. But, of course, Baumgartner’s high-tech 

spacesuit and pressurized gondola capsule were far superior to Kittinger’s 

primitive, make-shift gear. There is even a photo showing something duct-

taped to the back of Kittinger’s pack as he fell. (Note: In 2014, Alan Eustace 

broke Baumgartner’s record, leaping from over 135,000 feet.)  

As an adventure journalist, my first thought: I need to meet, and interview, 

this guy. Through Explorers Club contacts, I discovered that Kittinger resided 

in Altamonte Springs, Florida, near Orlando, with his wife, Sherry. I contacted 

him about an interview. He was kind, generous and humble, and agreed, in-

viting me to conduct it at his home.  

During the interview, Kittinger revealed many things which I have written 

about since, but at the time did not know. A few: He was shot down over Vi-

etnam in his F-4, and spent several months in the infamous “Hanoi Hilton” 

being tortured; he once ejected from a fighter jet at more than Mach 1, the 

speed of sound, and survived; he pulled 15 G’s in a centrifuge experiment 

conducted by NASA to determine just where the breaking point of the human 

body might be; he had been the first to cross the Atlantic Ocean solo in a gas 

balloon. Blah, blah, blah - the list goes on.  

After our chat, Kittinger surprised me, saying that he had scanned my back-

ground before I arrived. Of all the things I had done as an adventure writer, 

conspicuously missing was a parachute jump. He had a friend a few miles 

away who ran an outfit called Skydive DeLand. Did I want to go over and 

take a jump, post-haste? I was caught off-guard. There was a reason I had 

never done the parachute thing - it scared me! But here I was with the then-

world-record-holder, the friend of Neil Armstrong, asking me. What could I 

say?  

Over at DeLand, they stuffed me into a tight green jumpsuit. Then Kittinger 

astutely observed that I had on loafers. “You can’t jump with those,” he 

laughed, “they’ll blow off of your feet. Here, why not wear my sneakers?” As 

a writer, I could not help but smile and think, “Well, I had big shoes to fill.”  

After my jump, Joe and I became friends. I interviewed him many times on 

stage at The Explorers Club as part of my Exploring Legends series. When I 

ran for the Club’s Board of Directors, he urged all of his friends to vote for me 

(evidently he had quite a few - I served two consecutive three-year terms). 

He even joked that I should be president of the organization someday, to 

which I responded, “Nope, that’s a totally different kind of adventure, one 

more dangerous - politics!”  

J o s e p h  B e n h a m  

buried in the Presbyterian Cemetery in Louisville. 

On January 1, 1858 he was re-interred in the 

Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.  He was 

married twice having a total of 5 children.  His 

second wife is buried with him at Spring Grove.   

Mr. Benham devoted much of his time to the ac-

quisition of the grace of oratory. He paid particu-

lar attention to elocution, and his voice and man-

ner of speech  were captivating. Few men could 

address a jury more  eloquently or effectively, 

and as a popular speaker, fewer yet surpassed 

him.    

In 1848, eight years after his death, the Cincin-

nati Commercial still printed an article that 

talked about his remarkable powers of persua-

sion.  

Continued from page 1 
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Masonic Humor 
While visiting a newly initiated Brother at 

home one day, the new Brother's wife took 

me to one side and said her husband had 

started behaving in a very strange manner 

since joining. 

"In what way? I asked her. 

"Well," She replied, "He locks himself in the 

toilet for hours on end with his little black 

book mumbling to himself ." 

When I saw him later that week, I turned the 

talk around to the Lodge, and asked him how 

he was getting on. 

"Oh, fine." was his reply. 

I asked him about his behaviour, and if there 

was anything wrong? 

"No." was his reply. 

"Then why are you reading the Ritual in the 

toilet?" 

"Well." He said. "It's the only TYLED room in 

the house...."  

In 1796, Israel Ludlow traveled back east to give a report of his surveying work 

on behalf of the US Government.  While in Chambersburg, PA he met with 

General Chambers.  Before heading back to Ohio, he married the General’ 

daughter, Charlotte.  

Upon his return to the area, he 

built the largest and first frame 

house in Cincinnati near where he 

had built Ludlow station block-

house several years previously.  

The two of them became promi-

nent citizens in Cincinnati.  They 

raised subscriptions for the first 

church in Cincinnati, the First 

Presbyterian Church of Cincin-

nati.  This was built in a square 

that he donated for the church to 

be built as well as schools and a 

court.   

During their 7 years of marriage, they had 

4 children.  He became ill in January of 

1804 at his mansion and died 4 days later 

at the age 38.  Judge Symmes gave  the 

memorial address at the 1st Presbyterian 

Church, where he was burried with Ma-

sonic honors. 

About a century later his remains were 

moved to  nearby Spring Grove Cemetery. 

While he was alive, he frequently took his 

family with him to Hamilton for his busi-

ness dealings there.  His wife initially took 

over his business dealings in Hamilton and 

later his sons did.  One of his descendants 

was a dentist on High Street. 

Continued from page 2 

I s r a e l  L u d l o w  

This is actually the 2nd Presbyterian 

Church in Cincinnati; In 1833 Lyman Bee-

cher was its pastor as well as president of 

Lane Seminary.  He had a falling out with 

the pastor of the 1st Presbyterian church.  

The two merged in 1933 to create Cove-

nant First Presbyterian Church. 

Last year, I asked Joe if he had ever been in a race car. If not, would he want to 

take a thrill ride with me around Daytona’s famed speedway in a stock car? (I give 

rides there regularly as part of the NASCAR Racing Experience.) Joe was 93 at 

the time. His immediate response, “I’ll get into anything.” From the nonchalant way 

he said it, you just knew he would get into anything.  

As we belted into the car, I worried that the ride might disappoint him. After all, we would 

only hit 170 mph - he had gone over 600 mph during his skydive freefall. We would only 

pull about 3 G’s in the turns - he had pulled 15 G’s in that NASA centrifuge. But, after-

wards, he said he genuinely enjoyed the ride, said it was an experience different from an-

ything he had done in his life. I also took Sherry and Joe’s son for rides. I was happy for 

once to have done something for Joe and his family to repay the kindness they had shown 

me over the years.  

A few months ago, I interviewed Baumgartner on the 10-year anniversary of his Red Bull 

jump. Baumgartner knew that Joe and I were friends, and asked how Joe was doing, that 

he had heard Joe might be sick. That was news to me. I had seen Joe fairly recently, and 

he had looked fine - a little thinner, but fine. I asked Sherry if anything was amiss. Joe 

called right away to assure me all was okay.  

So, it was with some surprise that I learned of his passing yesterday. If it were a long-term 

illness, and I don’t really know whether it was, why didn’t he reach out for support? I 

asked a few of my explorer friends. Their collective response: Joe was old-school. He nev-

er complained about anything - pain, challenging events in his life, all of that. A stiff upper 

lip was a sign of character to him, and Joe had character in spades.  

I suppose I understand. His peer group of aviators - the Chuck Yeagers, the John Glenns, 

the Neil Armstrongs, all of whom had the right stuff - did what they did out of curiosity, 

duty to country, a quest for human knowledge - not for the self-aggrandizement and fame 

so many adventurers seem to need today. In short, Joe did it for the right reasons.  
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M a s o n i c  Po d c a s t s  

Despite doing an extensive search to see if a Masonic cover had been issued 
for our Brother Joel Roberts Poinsett, I was unable to locate any.  Besides, giv-
ing us “the Christmas Star,” Poinsett was an able politician and was involved in 

many affairs throughout Latin America.  So I 
next looked to see if a stamp was ever issued 
for him.  Again, I was unable to find anything.  
So if one would like to represent him in your 
Masonic collection, one would need to gather 
covers and stamps that feature the poinsettia.   

The top first day cover was issued in 2018 
and depicts a forever stamp.  The middle cov-
er was made by Fleetwood in 1985.  On the 
left side of this page you will see one of only a 
couple of covers I have come across that de-
picts Brother Joel Poinsett.  This first day cov-
er was made by Panda Covers.  Another way 
one could add to their Masonic stamp collection to portray Brother Joel Poin-
sett is collecting stamps with poinsettia’s depicted on them such as Mexico’s 
1977 and 2000 issues, Bermuda’s 1970 issue or Dominica’s 1969 issue,   

For help getting started or for information about becoming a member of the 
George Washington Masonic Stamp Club contact Brother Rocky Jackson. 

R o c k y  J a c k s o n  
P r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e   
W a s h i n g t o n  M a s o n i c  
S t a m p  C l u b  
F o r  i n f o  o n  J o i n i n g  a s k  
h i m  o r  f i l l  o u t  t h e  f o r m   
@ h t t p : / /
g w m a s o n i c s t a m p -
c l u b . c o m /

The Masonic Service Organization puts out Short Talk Bulle-
tin podcasts through a grant from the Grand Lodge of Minne-
sota.  This talk actually comes from March 1932.   

They argue that not one in a hundred Masons adventures far 
into their Masonic world.  For most masons their world be-
gins and ends at the doors of their lodge.  The author argues 
that except for hearing of an occasional Masonic charity, 
maybe reading about their lodges doing, unless they are a 
very involved officer, they won’t venture beyond this.  Most 
believe it to be an occasional evening at the lodge and noth-
ing more. 

They talk about how the principal officers from lodges can 
get together to exchange ideas and help solve problems 
(sort of like the 2nd jurisdiction does on its training day for 
lodge officers).  They suggest taking advantage of education-
al nights with other lodges. 

In the cities their used to be many Masonic clubs, which 
were not available in smaller towns.  These clubs would form 
around common interests or among common occupations or 
workplaces.  (The Widows Sons or the George Washington 
Masonic Stamp Club would be an example of a Masonic 
Club with common interests). 

They lament that so few read the Masonic Proceedings from 
the Annual Grand Lodge Meetings.  Further, how many know 
whether their Grand Lodge has a library (ours does its locat-
ed in Springfield) or a Masonic home (we have 3 the closest 
being in Springfield as well).  Not 1 in 100 has ever seen 
their Masonic Home which is an inspiring sight as well as 
great encouragement to brothers that reside their (I’m guilty 
of not visiting despite how close it is and having driven by it  
on a couple of occasions).   

Continued on page 9 

M a s o n i c  S t a m p  
O f  A p p r o v a l  

A  M a s o n i c  J o b  O f f e r  
A recently raised Master Mason applied for a job and 
knowing his prospective boss to be a prominent Mason, 
he was careful to wear his square and compass cuff 
links.  

When he arrived at the interview he approached his in-
terviewer in the regular manner and proceeded to shake 
hands (yes with THAT handshake).  

After an hour or so (with the candidate dropping nu-
merous Masonic references) the prospective boss asked 
if he were to be offered the job, what sort of package he 
had in mind. Our candidate, now feeling very confident, 
said that he would like $120,000 and five weeks annual 
leave.  

His interviewer replied, "We'll halve it and you begin."  

L o g i c  P u z z l e  

Continued from page 2 

after the United States government did not of-

fer any help. Poinsett set out on a nationwide 

tour of the United States to raise awareness of 

the fight for independence of the Latin Ameri-

can countries. He traveled over 2,000 miles 

during his tour. 

Prior to Poinsett’s return to South Carolina, he 
was nominated and elected to the South Car-
olina House of Representatives. He spent two 
terms in the South Carolina House of Repre-
sentatives before being elected to the United 
States House of Representatives. In both of 
the Houses, Poinsett was focused on improv-
ing the roads and infrastructure of first South 
Carolina and then the United States. Being 
well traveled around the country, Poinsett was 
very aware of the importance of a strong road 
system and its  
importance to commerce. 
 
In 1825, Poinsett was appointed as First Min-
ister to Mexico and given the authority to act 
on behalf of the United States. As he had in 
South America, he became embroiled in the 
political turmoil of Mexico. Despite this he 
worked hard to push favorable United States 
policy including trying to get Mexico to favor 
imports from the United States over Britain. 
He was recalled in 1830.  
 

When Poinsett, an amateur botanist, re-

turned to the United States he brought 

back a sample of Flor de No-

chebuena (Christmas Eve Flower) which 

later became known in the United States as 

the poinsettia. He also worked with President 

Andrew Jackson during the nullification quar-

rels, South Carolina felt federal tariffs imposed 

were illegal. 

From 1837 to 1841 Poinsett was the Secre-

tary of War. He used his office to increase mil-

itary efficiency and readiness. 

Poinsett passed away from tuberculosis on 

December 12th, 1851. 

It is unclear when Poinsett joined the Masonic 
fraternity. It is documented he served as Wor-
shipful Master of Recovery Lodge No. 31 in 
Greenville, South Carolina, Solomon’s Lodge 
No. 1 in Charleston, South Carolina. He was 
also a Royal Arch Mason and was elected 
Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of 
South Carolina, serving until 1841. 

Po i n s e t t  

This article provided by Today in Masonic History at http://
www.masonrytoday.com 

Answer on Page 21 

The above First Day Cover was issued by Panda Covers in 2018 to showcase Joel 
Poinsett, who as the First Minister to Mexico, introduced the poinsettia to the 

Follow the clues to determine which fruit each girl likes and how 
old they are.. 

CLUES 

YOUR ANSWER 

Difficulty Level: 

Masonry Beyond the Lodge Room Door 

1) Rose had neither the first choice soup nor dessert. 

2) Tom had Chicken Breast, but not the second choice 

dessert. 

3) The sibling who had the first choice dessert enjoyed 

the third choice meat course. 

4) The second choice soup was not had by Tom or Rose. 

Issue #1   /   Volume #2             Approved by Washington Lodge #17 Editorial Board   Fall  2022 Pg.  4  

http://www.masonrytoday.com/
http://www.masonrytoday.com/


Washington Post  

 

The second annual gathering of brothers during Washington’s dark period concluded on 

August 24.  During this meeting, Rocky revealed that he is taking his Royal Scofield So-

ciety presentation that was done back in April and turning it into a book.  He asked for 

suggestions as to how to make this better, more informative, and to reach a wider audi-

ence of masons.  The brothers gave him so many helpful suggestions to ponder over 

much of which will result in an even better product.  He wishes to express his apprecia-

tion for each brother that was willing to share what they had gotten out of the presenta-

tion and what they would like to see included in future presentations as well as in the 

book. 

The second topic of the evening was what it meant for each brother to be a mason.  

Everyone enjoyed hearing about each brothers journey, what brought them to masonry, 

what they have gotten out of masonry so far, and what they desire to see happen in their 

own life going forward as a result of being a Mason. 

Overall, I do believe that everyone thoroughly enjoyed this second annual gathering that 

Right Worshipful began last summer.  The brothers of Washington Lodge would like to 

express their sincere appreciation to Brother Mo Webb for being the host of this years 

event, arranging for us to meet biweekly at Shooters, and for arranging for the topics at 

each of our meetings.  

I for one am hoping that Brother Mo Webb decides to continue this event next year when 

we go dark.  I looked forward to the fellowship that we had as well as the insightful dis-

cussions that we shared on a variety of topics. 
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The annual Labor Day Breakfast kicked off the start of going 

from dark to light for Washington Lodge #17.  It was good to 

see many brothers that we haven’t seen in awhile.  It was great 

fellowship before the stated meeting.  Brothers Ryan Napper 

and Dwight Weaver headed up the kitchen crew with major 

contributions by Brother Kenny Craft.  If there are others that 

assisted in the food preparation please forgive me for not men-

tioning you by name.   

After enjoying a scrumptious breakfast and fellowshipping with 

one another many brothers paid their annual dues.  The lodge 

greatly appreciates this so that resources and time isn’t expend-

ed in making sure that no brother is suspended for not paying 

their dues. 

Upon going up to the blue lodge, Worshipful Jason Baynum 

brought us from darkness to light and proceeded to open up an-

other year in our Masonic family journey. 
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As always, the brothers of Washington Lodge had an extremely good time at our annual Table Lodge.  This year had a very enjoyable speak-

er.  Our very own Right Worshipful Rick Shields was the speaker for the evening.  He brought in his copy of Brother George Washington’s 

apron that had been given to him by Lafayette.  He proceeded to explain what each of the nearly 40 masonic symbols meant.  This was ex-

tremely informative.  Much appreciation was expressed by the brothers for the presentation that Brother Rick gave. 



Washington Post  

Washington Lodges Outdoor raising is something that the brothers 

of the lodge look forward to every year.  We were very fortunate 

that the weather cooperated and it although their was a crispness to 

the air, the weather was very pleasant.  Jonathan Keechle was the 

brother that we raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason this 

year.   

The craft team did a fabulous job putting on this degree.  Everyone 

had a great time.  Make plans to come to the outdoor raising next 

year in the Fall. 
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On behalf of Washington 

Lodge #17, Worshipful Jason 

Baynum accepted this 

award given out by the 2nd 

Masonic District for having 

given out the BEST Entered 

Apprentice degree in the 

entire district during the 

2022 inspection season.  

Congratulations Worshipful 

and the entire Craft Team. 

The receipent of the 2022 John C. Cole 

Award went to Tom Durr.  For those of 

you that don’t know, Brother Tom 

spends countless hours at the lodge 

making sure that everything runs 

smoothly.  He is the one who has been 

responsible for signing contracts and 

making sure that contractors are doing 

their job in fixing our Temple.  In short, 

he is responsible for making sure that 

we have a building that we can call 

home and a building that is safe for us 

to conduct our Lodge Meetings in.  The 

brothers of Washington Lodge congrat-

ulate Brother Tom on a very well de-

served award in recognition to the ser-

vice, hard work, and dedication that he 

has done over the years on behalf of 

Washington Lodge as well as the Hamil-

ton Temple. 
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The new officers were elected and appointed by the brothers of  

Washington Lodge #17 for the 2022-2023 Masonic year. 

 

Worshipful Master:  Tim Miracle 

Senior Warden:   Kenny Craft 

Junior Warden:  Terry Thompson-Cannon 

Senior Deacon:   Rocky Jackson 

Junior Deacon:   David Caron 

Senior Steward:   Chris Napper 

Junior Steward:  Dwight Weaver 

 

Secretary:    Jeremy Spangenberg 

Treasurer:    Ryan Napper 

 

Chaplain:    Carl Smith 

LEO:     Mo Webb / Charlie Joseph 

Marshall:    Jake Weaver 

 

Tyler:     Lloyd Baker 



Hartranft may be purchased 
through Butternut and Blue 
as well as through Amazon 
and Ebay

Washington Post  

F r e e m a s o n  B o o k  R e v i e w  

B e c o m i n g  a  M a s t e r  o f  
t h e  C r a f t  

M i l i t a r y  L e a d e r s  

E x p l o r i n g   
M a s o n i c  C o i n s  

This month’s book review takes us to a 
long forgotten Civil War General named 
John Frederick Hartranft.  Although this 
book does not discuss his Masonic life 
at all I will add some information that 
will give you his Masonic involvement.   

Upon the outbreak of the War he raised 
a group of soldiers under a 90 day sign-
up.  Unfortunately, on the eve of the 
First Battle of Bull Run, their term was 
up and being very disgruntled with their 
ill-treatment by the US Army they 
marched home even as the sounds of 

the battle could be heard.  Although, he didn’t have to Har-
tanft volunteered and stayed for the battle.  Despite this, it 
tarnished his record and kept him from being promoted to the 
rank of General for a very long time. 

The book discusses his military career and how on a couple 
of occasions he played pivotal roles in battles.  At the end of 
the war he was made the Provost Marshall of Washington 
D.C.  As such he was the jailer for the co-conspirators of 
John Wilkes Booth in the murder of President Lincoln.  This 
also meant that when the sentence of hanging for four of the 
co-conspirators was handed down, it was he who was 
charged with carrying out this task.  This meant that he exe-
cuted them including Mary Surratt. 

After the war, he went on to become the Governor of Penn-
sylvania.  His statue is actually on the grounds of the Pennys-
lvania capitol in Harrisburg.  In 1876 he was a contendor for 
the Republican nomination for President, but he lost out to 
Rutherford B. Hayes.  

In late October, I went to the Schwenckfeld Library and Mu-
seum in Pennsburg, PA (an organization that is very dear to 
me as my ancestors fled to America as part of the Schwenck-
feld religious group’s escape from America).  A fellow 
Schwenckfelder and Mason gave a talk on the life of Brother 
Hartranft.  Later I discovered through much research that he 
is the husband of my 10th cousin 4 times removed (but on 
my father’s side).  This was a totally unexpected develop-
ment as it is my mother’s family that settled all through that 
area and who were Schwenckfelders. 

In a subsequent article I will discuss our Brother’s Masonic 
life, but suffix it to say he was a member of Norristown lodge. 

In our three previous issues we took a look 
at a Coin Week article on May 26, 2021 by 
Charles Morgan and Hubert Walker that 
delved into which of our Masonic Presidents 
as well as Masonic government leaders had 
coinage featuring them.  This time we use 
their article to look at Masonic military lead-

ers that were de-
picted on coins. 

Three of these 
men were World 
War II generals, 
honored as part of 
the Five Star Gen-
erals Commemo-
rative Coin Pro-
gram. On the $5 

Gold, we have mason brother Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur (who in 1936, and 
again in 1947, was depicted on U.S. made 
pieces for the Philippines), General Henry 
“Hap” Arnold, a member of Union Lodge 
No. 7 of Junction City, Kansas, and Gen-
eral Omar Bradley, a member of West 
Point Lodge No. 877.  

Civil War general, Freemason, and 1864 
presidential candidate George McClel-
lan got his coin when he appeared along-
side Confederate general Robert E. Lee on 
the Antietam half dollar (1937).  

The two most-depicted non-presidential fig-

ures in the history of U.S. coin-

age, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, 

were also masons. Lewis joined first, before 

the pair’s historic Corps of Discovery. In 

1799, he was a member of the Door of Vir-

tue Lodge No. 44 in Albemarle County. Lat-

er on, he was a member of the Widow’s 

Son’s Lodge in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

In 1808, Lewis founded St. Louis Lodge 
#111, where he served as the state’s first 
Royal Arch Mason and Master of the lodge . 
It was at this time that Lewis inducted Cap-
tain William Clark into the order. Lewis died 
in 1809. Clark survived his friend by 29 
years and remained an active mason for the 
rest of his life. 

In the next issue, we are going to turn to 
discussing what members of American cul-
ture who were also Masons have been de-
picted on U.S. coins. 

R o c k y  J a c k s o n  
B o o k  R e v i e w e r   
@ W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  

From Greece:  it learned to be true and know yourself; 

From Confucius: to be clever and educate yourself; 

From Rome:  to be strong and fortify yourself; 

From Buddha: to be disillusioned and suppress yourself; 

From Islam:  to be submissive and bend yourself; 

From Judaism: to be holy and study the Sacred Law; 

From Christianity: to do unto others as you would have them 

do unto you; 

It has gathered together the lessons of the Ten Command-

ments, also the Sermon on the Mount. 

It has drawn from the Ancient Art and Cultures of the Phoeni-

cians and the Egyptians. 

It has drawn from the Architecture of the Middle Ages. 

It is a psychological mother feeding its members on the very 

best morality it can find; 

Feeding, as St. Paul would say, on a spiritual milk. 

       

      J.A. Klein, speaking before a lodge of 

      Research in Western Australia, 1954 

How many know whether the Grand Lodge has an educational program and 
if they do has made use of it.  (We have both the Traveling Road Show and 
the Ohio Lodge of Research as well as the Royal Scofield Society). 

 The Masonic World touches the profane world when a cornerstone ceremo-

ny  takes place just like it does when there is a Masonic funeral.  (I haven’t 

been able to attend many Masonic funerals, but when I have there is usually 

a small gathering of brothers that do.  I don’t recall knowing of the last time 

a Masonic cornerstone ceremony has taken place). 

They discuss the Grand Lodge having foreign correspondents who read the 

proceedings of the other jurisdictions in the United States as well overseas, 

comments upon these work, giving a summary of their work and accom-

plishments, noting anything that is peculiar or new, different or odd, interest-

ing, and then includes it into the Grand Lodges proceedings.  I don’t know if 

Ohio ever did this or if this takes place today, but it is definitely a question I 

would like to find out. 

At the time (1932) there were 75 Journals in the U.S. devoted to the Mason-

ic world.  To not to subscribe to at least one publication, is to overlook dis-

covering much that is interesting and informative.  Several publishing hous-

es are devoted to the publishing of Masonic books.  The reading Mason 

knows a side to his Masonic world that the non-reader does not know.  So 

many books are filled with Masonic light.   

Many lodges formed book clubs.  At the time 10-25 brothers would partici-

pate.  Each would buy a different Masonic book.  Each brother would read 

their book, and then pass it on to the next brother.  In this way, over time 

they would read each book that had been purchased by members of the 

book club. 

Of course today, one could add podcasts as well as virtual Masonic meet-

ings to this 1932 list of suggestions.  If a Mason follows even a few of these 

suggestions, they will go down the path of discovery and enlightenment.  

Take the time to travel on the Masonic path. 

To listen to/see this podcast go to https://shorttalkbulletin.com/the-masonic-

world-v10n3/ 

Biweekly new recordings are made of previous 

Short Talk Bulletins.  To freely subscribe go to 

https://shorttalkbulletin.com/subscribe-to-podcast/ 

R o c k y  J a c k s o n  
A U T H O R  
@ W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  

Adventures in Masonry 
Continued from page 4 

It was pure happenchance that this year’s John C. Cole Award 

receipent, Brother Tom Durr, happened to also be the LEO’S 

very first Spotlighted Brother of the Month.  Brother Mo Webb 

sat down and had a talk with Tom.  He learned that Tom joined 

Masonry when he was 30 and Masonry became his family, it 

became his home.  He believes deeply in the Craft and what we 

do here.   

One thing that drives Tom’s passion is to see things completed 

at the Hamilton Temple so that it can continue to thrive and be 

a place that the Brotherhood can enjoy as much as he has. 

His advice for younger masons is to come and be a part of 

things.  It definitely helped him overcome his fear of public 

speaking and it can do the same for you.  Another piece of ad-

vice he offered is to make sure that you are a part of the solu-

tion. 

In parting, Brother Tom says that you need to speak your own 

voice.  You own the Lodge.  You need to do you.  Contribute 

your voice to your fellow Masons. 

Brother Tom cares deeply about the Lodge, about Masonry, 

and he will go above and beyond in seeing that Masonry thrives 

in Hamilton by having a Temple that we can be proud to call 

home.  Thank you Tom, for all that you do for us, brother. 

L E O ’ s  S p o t l i g h t  B r o t h e r  o f  

t h e  M o n t h  B r o t h e r  T o m  D u r r  

Name Position Coin 

Lafayette Commander, 
Continental 
Army 

1900 Lafa-
yette dollar 

Lewis & 
Clark 

Corps of Dis-
covery 

1904-1905 
Lewis & 
Clark gold 
dollar 

2003 Mis-
souri state 
quarter 

2004 Lewis 
& Clark Bi-
centennial 
dollar 

2004 West-
ward Jour-
ney Nickel 
Keelboat 
Reverse 

George B. 
McClellan 

Commander, 
Army of the 
Potomac 

1937 Battle 
of Antietam 
half dollar 

Henry “Hap” 
Arnold 

Five Star 
General 

2013 Five 
Star Gener-
als half dol-
lar 

Omar Brad-
ley 

Five Star 
General 

2013 Five 
Star Gener-
als half dol-
lar 

Douglas 
MacArthur 

Five Star 
General 2013 Five 

Star Gener-
als gold 
five dollar 

Sources of Masonry 
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M a s o n i c  J e o p a r d y  

B e c o m i n g  a  M a s t e r  o f  
t h e  C r a f t  

Wednesday Evening Dec. 7 

The Officers and brothers of Washington 
Lodge gathered in every nook and cranny 
at the Hamilton Temple to make calls to 
check on the welfare of various brothers as 
well as to assist our members in paying 
their dues.   

Because of the efforts of these dedicated 
brothers the total number of brothers that 
still owe dues dropped by more than a third 
in one week. 

Remember if you do not have your dues 
paid by December 31st, you will be sus-
pended at the January 2nd, stated business 
meeting for Non-Payment of Dues.  Do not 
let this happen to you.  Continue to be a 
part of our Fraternity.   

If you need assistance in arranging to pay 
your dues, please let any of the officers 
know and they will gladly assist you. 

What are the duties of the Masonic Chap-

lain?  We are quick to answer, well he 

reads the prayers during the opening and 

closing of the lodge.  We might remember 

that he also reads them during the circum-

bulations.  Maybe we might even say that 

he says the prayer before we eat.  Howev-

er, how many of us actually thoroughly con-

template the office of chaplain in our 

Lodge? 

Sir Knight, the Rev. James M. Keane ar-

gues that there are 9 principle duties of the 

Chaplain.  He argues that oftentimes that 

the chaplain is the immediate past master 

in order to whisper wise counsel to the new 

master of the lodge.  We are fortunate that Carl Smith, serves to give wise 

counsel and provide the above duties in our lodge.  In addition, we are 

blessed that we have had in the past Maurice Webb serve in this position as 

well considering that he a Doctorate in Theology. 

Rev. Keane argues that the primary function of the Masonic Chaplain is “to 

bring God’s Word to His 

children and to bring his 

Brothers to a deep rela-

tionship with Him.” 

The second opportunity 

Brother Keane says is to 

be able to visit or at least 

have contact with the 

sick as reported in the 

sick and distressed re-

port.  We are very fortu-

nate that Brother Budd 

Haacke has taken on this 

role for us. 

In the course of conduct-

ing this outreach, they 

are able to report back to the lodge as a whole that there are some brothers 

who are distressed.  It is our duty to assist our distressed brothers. 

The next avenue of service for the chaplain involves the Masonic Funeral 

Service.  I have been present where Brother Carl or Brother Mo have been 

there.  I have seen other brothers step up when they are unavailable to 

serve as the chaplain.   

The sixth opportunity for the chaplain to serve is to offer counsel to his 

brothers.  There have been many times that Brother Mo has provided me 

this counsel personally, but I also have been present on a number of occa-

sions where that wise counsel is provided.  I’m sure there are a number of 

others that have been provided counsel that we are totally unaware of be-

cause the majority of time this is going to be what a chaplain does—provide 

one-on-one counsel where others are not present.  This is probably one of 

the biggest avenues of service that a chaplain provides to the Brotherhood. 

As was stated previously, during both the invocation and the benediction, 

the Chaplain prays to the Supreme Architect of the Universe.  These pray-

ers should not be done in a monotone voice.  Rather, the Chaplain is con-

versing to God on behalf of the Brotherhood. 

Another of the Chaplains duties is to the candidate in providing the Biblical 

passages as they circombulate the Lodge room.   

Although, I have not seen this done in our lodge, Rev. Keane suggests that 

the presentation of the Sacred Law book be done by the lodge’s chaplain.  

That is definitely something that is worth considering. 

The last opportunity for service of our chaplain before the lodge is saying 

prayers before meals as well as other special events.   

Although not mentioned in his article, our chaplains have agreed to begin 

writing a column for our lodge publication. 

Brother Keane lives us with this thought, “When 

next you see your Chaplain, tell him he's doing a 

good job, prayerfully support him, and offer to help. 

He has a lot to do.” 

R o c k y  J a c k s o n  
A U T H O R  
@ W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  
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According to Brother Ian Steward in an article for the California 

Freemasons earlier this month, Freemasonry and the game show 

Jeopardy go hand-in-hand.  He pointed to J! Archives, which 

keeps track of clues and responses on Jeopardy.  According to 

them over the course of the 38-year history of the game-show 

there have been a total of 70 references to Freemasonry.  The 

most common are “Mozart’s Magic Flute,” the Shriners, and the 

Anti-Masonic Party.  There have been 3 occasions in which Jeop-

ardy devoted an entire category to Masonry.  Back in April of 

2015, contestant Tom Imler wore a Masonic lapel pin during the 

game and this Brother was introduced as a member of a lodge in 

North Carolina. 

Our LEO Brother Mo Webb, revealed that as part of the newly 

unveiled LEO Program, or the 3 P’s as he dubbed it, we need to 

make sure to have Play.  For our play, he introduced us to Wash-

ington Lodge’s version of Jeopardy.  This saw 2 teams—the past 

masters versus the rest of the brothers of the lodge. 

There were 3 categories in this months round.  They were: 

1) Famous Freemasons 

2) Symbolism 

3) Law, Rules, Regulations and Ancient Charges 

After the first month the past masters were beating the rest of the 

brothers by the score of  

Next month, Washington Lodge will have the next round of Ma-

sonic Jeopardy.  Can the brothers catch up and surpass the past 

masters?  Come to lodge and be a part of this wonderful competi-

tion and form of play.  Everyone who participated agreed that it 

was fun and very informative. 

 

 

M  
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Wednesday Evening Dec. 14 

The Officers and brothers of Washington 
Lodge gathered once more in every nook 
and cranny at the Hamilton Temple to 
make calls to check on the welfare of var-
ious brothers.  In addition,  we were ar-
ranging to give service award to those 
members who have earned them.  Due to 
COVID we have not had an Awards night 
at the lodge for the past two years, so we 
will be giving out 3 years worth of awards.   

DATE:  February 1, 2023 

DINNER:  6 PM 

AWARDS:  7 PM 

All award recipients are welcome along 
with their family. 

If you haven’t let the lodge know that you 
will be attending this event, please let one 
of the officers know. 

I personally had several enjoyable con-
versations with various brothers.  I know 
several others did as well. 

One brother is not in the best of health 
and is moving to Florida before the 
Awards night, so Worshipful Tim Miracle 
went and gave this brother their service 
award that very night. 

Another brother has moved out of state.  
We are arranging to have the lodge that 
is closest to where they live to give this 
brother their service award. 

For those that are able to attend, we do 
invite you to come to lodge this evening 
and we look forward with celebrating 
these outstanding brothers as they re-
ceive their awards. 

To see the full article go to http://www.knightstemplar.org/KnightTemplar/

articles/20130427.htm.  To contact Brother Rev. Keane  you may reach him either at 

JimKeane758@Yahoo.Com or 7218 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209. 



Before pouring Sambuca use a cherry so that you 

layer it. 

Light it. 

Put your hand over top.  It will create a suction 

and the lack of oxygen will put the fire out.  It will 

not burn you. 

M a s o n i c  C i g a r s  

M a s o n i c  
E p h e m e r a  

https://nemesiss.store/

product/ornament-

freemasonry-freemason-

christmasmasonic-

christmas-personalized-

your-lodge-name-and-

number 

https://www.etsy.com/

listing/1338367273/ 
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M a s o n i c  W o r d  P l a y  M a s o n r y  i n  t h e  M o v i e s  

The first Hollywood film we will talk about is the 1975 version of  

The Man Who Would Be King which has been called “a per-
fect film, a perfect Masonic parable,” by Midnight Freemason con-
tributor Worshipful Kristoffer Tronerud.  He informs us that “Most 
directors have one last great movie in their blood, one last state-
ment that’s been building in them for years; embodying their world 
view, their style, their attitude. Usually, it’s not the last film, but 
somewhere around fourth or fifth from the end; that last great burst 
of energy and genius before the inspiration and skills begin to fade, 
and the soul gets a little bitter, a little brittle. Sometimes, though not 
very often, it’s their best work, their masterpiece. For the immortal 
John Huston, that film was The Man Who Would be King. 

“ D A D ”  J o k e s  

—The Ohio and Erie Canalway is a national heritage site that 

stretches 110 miles. Visitors can drive it, hike it, or take the 

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad, a three-hour trip with stops 

along the way. 

—Carillon Historical Park in Dayton is a complex of historical 

buildings and museums that include a bell tower, a one-room 

schoolhouse, a covered bridge, a gristmill, a 1930s-style cafete-

ria, and a carousel celebrating Dayton factories and companies 

where visitors can ride on a giant bag of potato chips! 

 

—At Cincinnati’s National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, 

visitors can learn about the Underground Railroad, a network of 

people who helped bring enslaved people to freedom in the early

- to mid-1800s. 

G r e e t i n g  f r o m  M i k e  M i l l e r  
Greetings Brethren,  

I hope this message finds you all well.  For those of you who don’t 
know me or haven’t met me my name is Michael A. Miller. I am a 
Past Master of Jefferson Lodge #90 in Middletown, Ohio. I am 
also currently the Butler County Representative for the 2nd Ma-
sonic District Officers Association. There are a total of 6 County 
Representatives for the 2nd DOA, 1 for Butler County, 1 for Pre-
ble County, 1 for Warren County, and 3 for Montgomery County.  

For those of you who are unaware of what a County Representa-
tive does, please allow me to enlighten you. As a County Repre-
sentative it is my duty to help with the organization and set up of 
district events such as the Grand Master’s Reception, Grand 
Master’s One Day Classes, and the Past Master’s Convocation to 
name a few. We are also at each inspection keeping a tally of at-
tendance for the DDGM.  

However, I feel my most important duty is to communicate up-
coming events with you that the district may have, and to share 
upcoming events with the district that you may have! If any of you 
are on Facebook, I’m usually the guy sharing all the events on 
your lodge’s Facebook Page. I do this frequently for a couple of 
reasons, one to help inform Brethren who do not regularly attend 
lodge so that they can be involved if their schedule allows. Sec-
ondly, I think we all know the importance of being visible within 
our communities for growth and to develop positive relationships. 
Most lodges consist of members that don't live in the same com-
munity as their lodge, for example at Jefferson Lodge in Mid-
dletown we have members that live in Middletown, Monroe, Ham-
ilton, Trenton, etc.. If a neighboring lodge is holding or helping 
with a community event, a Brother who might live in that commu-
nity may be more willing to be involved. In all, I hope that by com-
municating these events, I am providing an opportunity for Breth-
ren to be involved, strengthen their fraternal bonds with one an-
other, and strengthen the relationships between the best lodges 
(Butler County Lodges) in the 2nd District!  

So if you see any of my posts on Facebook in the future, please 
give a like and share! Also, if you have any upcoming events 
please feel free to share with me so I can help spread the word! I 
hope to meet each of you in my travels whether it be at a district 
event, lodge meeting, or even a community event!  

Fraternally yours,  
WB Michael A. Miller, RSS  
Butler County Representative for the 2nd DOA  
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While it arguably is not ‘better’, than, say, The Maltese 
Falcon (Huston may be the only Master Filmmaker 
whose best film was his first), Treasure of the Sierra 
Madre, Key Largo, or The Misfits, it certainly stands 
proudly at their side, and it is his most fully, and broadly 
realized. It's an expansive and warm film--an enduring 
audience favorite. Gorgeously filmed, superbly acted 
and romantically exotic, it is also perhaps one of the last 
of the great ‘movie movies’; even watching it today, you 
can almost smell the popcorn and imagine yourself in 
the plush red seat of your local neighborhood movie 
palace. Accounting for this richly imagined and impec-
cably realized tapestry may be the fact that Huston car-
ried the film around in his heart for 25 years. 
 

Originally conceived as a vehicle for Clark Gable and 
Humphrey Bogart, Huston was not able to get the pro-
ject underway before Bogart’s death. Though he re-
tained the rights, the project lay  
dormant until 1975 when, with producer John Foreman 
and the star power of Michael Caine and Sean Connery 
behind him, Huston was finally able to realize his 
dream. 
 
With all due respect to Gable and Bogart, it is hard to 
imagine the film without Caine and Connery; in career-
defining roles as Peachy Carnehan and Daniel Dravot, 
the two lovable rogues who aim for the stars and end 
up in the dust, with only their courage and indomitable 
spirit as consolation. Dravot and Carnehan are veterans 
of the Indian campaigns, who, as veterans often are, 
have been left behind in the prosperity of peace. “They 
called us heroes then, but times are different now,” says 
Carnehan “it’s the bureaucrats what done it.” Resentful 
but plucky, and tired of surviving on scams, they decide 
to set out for the mythical land of “Kafiristan”, and use 
their soldiering talents to become kings in their own 
right, plunder their new subjects “four ways to Sunday”, 
and retire as English gentlemen. For a time, they suc-
ceed beyond their wildest dreams, until overreaching, 
greed, and hubris bring them down. 
 

Much has been made of the supposed racial and cultur-
al insensitivity of the film, but a fairer reading of the film 
as a whole suggests that Huston is simply presenting 
his characters honestly, and without apology, as they 
would have been in their era; unflinchingly making it 
clear that the condescension, ignorance, and disrespect 
they show for the very people they seek to exploit is the 
source of their undoing. The fact that our heroes are so 
irresistibly engaging and, for all their faults, sympathet-
ic, makes it easy to suppose that Huston (and by exten-
sion Kipling) are endorsing their casual indifference to 
the value of the native population they are have come 
to plunder. 
 

But while the Kafiristanis are, with the exception of the 
oafish chieftain Ootah and the centenarian high priest 
Kafu, largely faceless extras, the witty, courageous and 
oddly noble central character of Carnehan and Dravot’s 
local guide and partner Billy Fish (played with abundant 
humor, intelligence, and humanity by the great Indian 
character actor Saeed Jaffrey) pretty convincingly puts 
aside the idea that The Man Who Would Be King is a 
racist film. Billy Fish is Gunga Din, only smarter, and 
without the patronizing aftertaste. In fact, it is easy to 
read The Man Who Would Be King as a wickedly satiri-
cal metaphor for the rise and fall of the British Empire in 
particular, and colonialism in general (and it almost 
most certainly is), but that is hardly the end of the story. 

“Brother to a Prince, and Fellow to a Beggar, if he be 
Worthy...” 

The first line of Rudyard Kipling’s short story is not only 
one of the most oft-quoted lines in modern western liter-
ature, but it is also a nearly perfect one-sentence sum-
mary of the philosophical heart of Freemasonry. The 
Man Who Would Be King was among the first popular 
films to paint a picture of Masonry for the general public 
(far earlier than such 

more recent, enjoyable, but decidedly inferior efforts as 
National Treasure and The Da Vinci Code), and it would 
be impossible to overestimate the importance of Free-
masonry to the essential intent of The Man Who Would 
Be King.  
 
Spoilers were ahead——if you don’t care and want to 
finish reading what Brother Kristoffer reveals about The 
Man who would be King go to http://
www.midnightfreemasons.org/2020/03/the-man-who-
would-be-king.html  to continue reading. 



Bro. Irving Berlin  

#1 Christmas Song 

I’m Dreaming of a 

White Christmas 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas 
Just like the ones I used to know 
Where the tree tops glisten 
And children listen 
To hear sleigh bells in the snow, oh, the snow 

I said, I'm dreaming of a white Christmas 
With every Christmas card I write 
May your days be merry and bright 
And may all your Christmas' be white 
(Let's go, sticks, let's go) 

I said, I'm dreaming of a white, oh, Christmas 
Just like the ones I used to know 
Where the tree tops glisten 
And the children listen 
To hear sleigh bells in the snow 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas 
With every Christmas card I write 
May your days, may your days, may your days 
Be merry and bright 
And may all your Christmas' be white 
(Come on now, woo) 
(J-man, up, up, up) 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas 
With every Christmas card I write 
May your days be merry and bright 
And may all your Christmas' be white 

Today in Masonic History it's Christmas Day (2014) 

On this special day I am taking the opportunity to talk 

about Freemasonry and it's role in the world. 

Freemasonry, as you probably know if you are reading 

this site, is not a religion. We welcome people of all differ-

ent faiths and beliefs into our organization we only ask 

that you have a monotheistic belief in a supreme being. 

This brings me to the time of year we are in, Christmas. At one time in the world this was the 

celebration of hope as we moved from the darkest day of the year and the days began to get 

brighter. We now celebrate with Christmas and the birth of Christ who taught very specific les-

sons when dealing with your fellow man. These lessons are taught in other religions as well. 

The lessons Christ taught were of tolerance, justice, hope and kindness, to only name a few. 

These lessons are taught throughout Freemasonry. It is because of this that I believe Freema-

sonry truly embodies the idea of the Christmas season year round. 

In our lodges and other Masonic organizations we daily, not just at this time of year, plan and 

perform acts to help the communities we are in. We teach our members, our brothers, to deal 

honestly and fairly with all whom we encounter. We stand on the level with our brothers wheth-

er we have known them for years or we are first meeting them on that day. We don't care what 

their religious affiliation is or their political affiliation we know that if they are standing there in 

that room with us, they believe that we have the right to our beliefs just as we believe they 

have the right to theirs. 

The positive energy that is generated in our lodges hopefully makes it's way into the communi-

ty through the acts of the individual masons. We learn the lessons of tolerance, justice and 

hope so well in our meetings and Masonic activities that we instinctively act in the same way 

when out in the world. 

We have been accused of running the world, most certainly not the case. I do believe we are 

changing it everyday though, when we walk out into the world and display that Masonic Spirit, 

that Christmas Spirit and we make the world just that much better by being in it and sharing 

with the world the ideals that Freemasonry is founded on. 

I say this in the most secular way possible Merry Christmas to all regardless of faith, may this 

season bring you joy, happiness and a better tomorrow! 

I am a member of Washington Lodge No. 3 in Williston, Vermont. I am a member of York Rite, 

Scottish Rite and I am a 33° Mason. All opinions on this day (and any day) are my own and 

may not reflect those of the Jurisdiction I am a part of. 

Today in Masonic History John Frederick Hartranft is born on Dec. 16, 1830. 

John Frederick Hartranft was an American politician. 

Hartranft was born on December 16th, 1830 Fagleysville, a village in New Hanover Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. The family moved to Norris-

town when he was young and he attended local schools there. He attended Marshall College before moving to Union College in Schenectady, New York grad-

uating in 1853 with a degree in civil engineering. He then worked briefly for two railroads before returning to Norristown to assist his father in his real estate 

business. 

In 1860, Hartranft passed the bar after reading law with a local firm. He also entered the Pennsylvania militia and was given the rank of colonel. When the 

American Civil War started Hartranft and his men were sent into action. They were only set to serve for one year though and at the start of the Battle of Bull 

run, gun fire was already being exchanged, his units time was up and all of his men returned to Pennsylvania. Hartranft was humiliated by the behavior of his 

men and stayed to fight in the battle. He eventually earned a medal of honor for his efforts in the battle. 

Hartranft raised a three year regiment and with them he was assigned to various duties and fought in a variety of battles during the remainder of the Civil War. 

At the end of the war Hartranft was assigned as the Commander of Old Capitol Prison. There he was in charge of conspirators who assassinated Lincoln. It was noted he was very kind to 

Mary Surratt. On July 7th, 1865, after they had been convicted, Hartranft led Surratt and three others to gallows, gave them their last rites before they were hung. 

His duties complete, Hartranft returned to Pennsylvania and switched his party affiliation from Democrat to Republican. In 1867 he was appointed Auditor General for Pennsylvania serving un-

til 1873. 

In 1872, Hartranft was elected to the first of two terms as the Governor of Pennsylvania. During his term he was a strong advocate of education, municipal reform, regulation of banking, im-

proved industry and commerce, and the reorganization of the National Guard. Hartranft also supported suffrage for African Americans and championed the rights of the workingman. 

During his second term unemployment and economic depression was widespread due to the industrial boom of the 1870's. Because of this he was forced to deal with the Molly Maguires, a 

secret society active in Ireland and parts of the United States. The Molly Maguires were largely made up of Irish-American coal workers and were a labor union of sorts. The Molly Maguires 

turned violent and Hartranft was forced to send out the National Guard and then the Regular Army to try to suppress the riots going on across the state. Later the District Attorney of Allegheny 

County tried to force Hartranft to appear in front of a grand jury to ease concerns about Hartranft's decisions to use military force against a civilian population. Hartranft refused to show up and 

a court backed him up. He did not have to answer any questions. 

After leaving office Hartranft was appointed as the head of the Pennsylvania National Guard which he had helped improve as Governor. 

Hartranft passed away on October 17th, 1889.  Hartranft was a member of Charity Lodge No.190 in Norristown, Pennsylvania. 

From 1819 Matthew Garland’s  

‘Masonic Effusions’  book 
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B e c o m i n g  a  M a s t e r  o f  
t h e  C r a f t  

After a successful event on Sat. June 11 Washington 

Lodge now has a  Dungeon and Dragons game chat.  If 

you are interested in joining contact Worshipful Ryan Nap-

per. 

For the serious Dungeon and Dragons player that would 

like to include Freemasonry in his play see https://

www.reddit.com/r/freemasonry/comments/pmt13a/

lets_be_fraternal_im_looking_to_run_a_masonic/ where a 

brother is trying to create a group of Masons who would 

participate in an all Masonic group playing this game. 

The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania makes every edition of 

their magazine, The Pennsylvania Freemason, available 

online for free.  This publication began in 1954. 

Currently, the magazine is broken up into 4 different parts 

1) Freemasonry Today 

2) Membership 

3) Education 

4) Philanthropy 

 

This gives much information that is useful for the mason 

looking at how they can improve their own lodge, improve 

themselves, or to give ideas about how one can go about 

living their Masonic journey.  There is a little bit of every-

thing included, such that there is something for every ma-

son to gleam from this publication.  With all past issues 

available one can spend countless hours enjoying a free 

Masonic publication.  To obtain copies go to  

https://pagrandlodge.org/masonic-education/freemason-

Robert Macoy was an enthusiastic Mason and was active 
not only in his mother lodge - Lebanon No. 13 (now 191) 
of New York, but in the Chapter, Council, Commandery, 
and Scottish Rite. He was given the 33rd degree, but he 
is remembered mostly as past Grand Secretary and Dep-
uty Grand Master of the Grand Lodge and as Grand Re-
corder of the Commandery of New York, and as founder 
of the Chapter system of the Order of the Eastern Star. 
It is not strange then that he entered into a work where-
by he could "help, aid and assist" his brethren in their 
work and knowledge of the Craft. 

In the 1845 New York 
Directory we find 
Robert Macoy listed 
as operating a print-
ing office at 111 Nas-
sau Street and resid-
ing at 26 Mulberry 
Street. In partnership 
with another famous 
Mason and author, 
John W. Simons, Rob-
ert Macoy began his 
Masonic publishing 
career in 1849 at 25 
Pine Street. The first 
of his many Masonic 
books, THE MASTER 
WORKMAN, was pub-
lished. The book was 
widely acclaimed and 
was subsequently re-
printed in several edi-
tions. 

In 1859, just one year after the first successful Trans-
Atlantic Cable had been laid, Daniel Sickels, another well 
known Masonic author, and Robert Macoy decided to pool 
their resources and efforts and a partnership was formed 
with offices at 728 Broadway and later, in 1863, at 428 
Broome Street. Simons apparently stepped out and con-
tinued in his soap business. The Civil War was on; men 
and business were sorely tried and only the best came 
through. More capital was needed and in 1865 William T. 
Anderson and A.S. Archer (who owned a bindery) joined 
Macoy and Sickels in the business. 

Lincoln had been shot; the country was much in need of 

more brotherly love. Many books were published during 

this period. Freemasonry played an important part in the 

country. Fortunate it was that such strong men as these 

four were doing their part to bring about a better feeling 

among all men. 

1867 saw the purchase of Alaska and America was going 
though the throes of reconstruction. The wilderness had 
been conquered, frontiers of business and industry were 
probed by pioneers and Robert Macoy, too, was forging 
ahead. His long time friend, Rob Morris of Kentucky, who 
had formed the system of Constellations and Families of 
Adoptive Masonry, announced his intention of confining 
his remaining years to Holy Land investigations. Robert 
Macoy took over from there and to quote Morris: "He had 
my full consent and endorsement, and thus became the 
instigator of a third and more successful system." Macoy 
reorganized Adoptive Masonry into Chapters and the ritu-
al of THE ADOPTIVE RITE, published in 1868, remains 
the standard from which all Eastern Star rituals are taken 
today.  (to view the rest of their first 100 year history go 
to https://www.macoy.com/History.aspx). 

Available at: 

www.executivegiftshoppe.com/

masonic-flask-set.html 
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Guest Columnist, Creighton Lovelace, Worshipful Master of 

Western Star Lodge #91, Rutherfordton, North Carolina. 



Washington Post  

B e c o m i n g  a  M a s t e r  o f  
t h e  C r a f t  

S u d o k u  

Answer on Page 21 

June of 2027 will mark the 250th Anniversary of when the Marquis deLafayette first stepped foot on American soil to aide us in 

our fight against the British during the American Revolution.  We are just a couple of years away from the 200th celebration of 

Lafayette’s “Farewell tour” of America in which he visited all 24 states at the time.  There is planned some big celebrations 

throughout America to celebrate this occasion.  Over the next several months, we will be publishing an article that appeared in 

the May-June 1977 issue of The New York Masonic Stamp Club’s  magazine, the Masonic Philatelist, which actually reprinted the 

article from the June 1977, The Northern Light.  For information on becoming a collector of Masonic Stamps see Brother Rocky 

Jackson, the President of the George Washington Masonic Stamp Club. 

Next issue we will resume this story with what happened 

to Lafayette after being imprisoned by the Prussians. 

The Rob Morris Home, located in the east 
end of the Central La Grange Historic Dis-
trict of La Grange, Kentucky on 102 Wash-
ington Street, is the historic home of Rob 
Morris, the second and last poet laure-
ate of Freemasonry and the founder of 
the Order of the Eastern Star. 

Rob Morris came to La Grange initially to 
serve on the faculty of the Masonic Univer-
sity in 1860, after serving as the Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Ken-
tucky from 1858 to 1859. His first house in 
La Grange was burned on November 7, 
1861, due to Morris' pro-Union stance, alt-
hough his books regarding Freemasonry 
were saved (but mangled) by nearby Feder-
al troops.[1] Morris was lecturing at Crown 
Point, Indiana at the time of the fire for 
the Grand Lodge of Indiana. Morris consid-
ered moving away from La Grange to the 
state of New York, but decided against it as 
Kentucky would maintain a state govern-
ment loyal to the federal government. He 
bought the house at the corner of Washing-
ton and Cedar Streets in 1862 for $1,400; 
the house had been built in 1840. It was 
here that he died in 1888, and his wife died 
at the home in 1893.[1][2] 

The Rob Morris Home is considered "one of 
the most architecturally and historically im-
portant houses" within the Central La 
Grange Historic District. Among the high-
lights of the architecture of the house are 
the front doors flanked by overlights and 
sidelights, a chimney on its west side that is 
typical of coastal North Carolina chimneys 
but extremely rare in Kentucky, and a side 
hall plan. Non-historic additions to the 
house include a carport.[3] 

In 1918 the Kentucky Chapter of the Order 
of the Eastern Star purchased the home, 
and has since kept it as a shrine/museum 
to Morris.[4] The furnishings within date from 
the time Rob Morris lived in the home, and 
some were actually owned by Morris.[2] 

This article is from Wikipedia 

I’m not positive, but I believe the hours for the 

museum are Wed-Fri 10-3, and Sat 10-1. 

I have even more reason to visit LaGrange.  I was 

planning to see its street running railroad and 

now I want to visit Rob Morris’s home as well. 
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Mid-Winter Reunion 

Three Valley Degree Day 

Saturday, February 18 
9° Valley of Dayton, 10° Valley of Cincinnati, 23° Valley of Columbus 

Make lunch reservations by Friday, February 10th. 

Saturday, April 22 
At Circleville 

4°, 5°, 17°, & 20° 

Issue #1   /   Volume #2             Approved by Washington Lodge #17 Editorial Board   Fall  2022 Pg.  17  



Washington Post  

B e c o m i n g  a  M a s t e r  o f  
t h e  C r a f t  

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

Our Brothers at  

Greenwood Cemetery 

In previous editions we have featured Brothers 

Charles E. Miller and his father Brother Edward M. 

Miller.  Nobody came forth with any information re-

garding these brothers so I contacted the Grand 

Lodge of Ohio for assistance.  Upon hearing back 

from them I will update the brothers of the Lodge. 

Born: November 29, 1889 in Hamilton 

Graduate: Hamilton High School 

1912 Maysville, KY Rivermen of the Class 

D Blue Grass League 

Aug. 24, 1912 major league debut with 

St. Louis Browns 

1913 record 10-19; 1914 record 17-2 

Married Oct. 5, 1915 to Lucy Owens 

Dresel of Marysville (he met her when he 

played on the Rivermen) 

1915 record 18-19; 1916 record 17-18 

1917 season cut short; kidney removed 

eight days after his daughter Mary 

Louise was born. 

1919 record 10-6; 1920 record 9-13 

Career: 85-95; ERA of 2.67 

Retired; became a scout 

Died May 25, 1924 at Mercy Hospital 

Middletown 

Chapter 87 

 Jan. 4 Stated Convocation 6P/7P 

Council 136 

Jan. 4 Stated Convocation 6P/8P 

Commandery 71 

Jan. 13 Stated Conclave 6:30P/7:30P 

Washington #195 

Meets Hamilton Temple 

2nd & 4th Fridays 

7:30 PM 

 

I was unable to find a similar directory for the various units for Antioch. 

If any of the brothers at Washington Lodge are Nobles at either Antioch 

or Syrian Shriners and would like to report on upcoming events, please 

contact the editor.  It would be greatly appreciated to receive assis-

tance in covering this appendant body.  As soon as the parade sched-

ules come out I will post them in our next newsletter. 

Ty Cobb’s career lifetime batting average was 0.366, but 

against Brother Carl E. Weilenmann it was only 0.23-.  Fellow 

Brother Ty Cobb said that Weilenmann was the pitcher that 

gave him the most trouble.  I haven’t been able to find any 

information about Weilenmann’s Masonic journey.  
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January is a very light 

month for the DeMolay at 

Hamilton Temple. 

January 7th 11A-12P    

Stated Meeting 

January 21st 11A-12P  

Stated Meeting 

Sean Carr, Chapter Advisor, 

aka “Dad Advisor” 
Ann Morey 

Retiring Mother Advisor 

Like the DeMolay this is 

not a very busy month.   

January 28th there will be 

a joint installation of offic-

ers with Middletown As-

sembly 
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The historic B&O Depot (originally Cincinnati, Hamilton, & Dayton Railroad) depot is depicted in the photo above (1965).  It began as a single story structure in the 1870s.  The two story addition was added in 

1885.  B&O ran its last passenger train out of here in 1971.  Amtrak had limited service here until 2005.  Since then, it has fallen into a state of disrepair.  CSX donated the depot to the city of Hamilton as long 

as they agreed to move it.  This will be done in two stages.  The first stage is set to move the two-story portion on Tuesday, December 19, 2022 two blocks North where it is will be preserved.  The one story 

portion is set to move towards the end of January (at the time this went to press).  The hope is after the initial restoration and rehabilitation work takes place on the exterior that a business or another entity 

will move in and complete the insides to their needs and specifications and open for business.  This depot is where hundreds of service members left Hamilton for the War.   
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Postcards from  

Around Hamilton 
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In previous editions we have seen postcards depicting both the Dayton and  Cincinnati Masonic Temples.  

In this edition we take a look at the Masonic Temple in Athens (circa 1910) and Kenton (circa 1920s)  

Washington Post  

Right around Halloween I took a trip to 
Pennsylvania.  My ancestors were of a per-
secuted religious group called Schwenck-
felders.  They were protected by Count 
Zinzendorf (of Moravian fame—-
mentioned in a book review and the con-
nection I have with Brother Jeremy Span-

genberg because of them).  When he could no 
longer protect them, he paid for their passage 
across Europe and Mennonites paid for their 
way to America. 

A historic society along with a museum was cre-
ated in Pennsburg, which is right down the road 
from where my grandmother grew-up in East 
Greenville.  The museum periodically has semi-
nars about various Schwenckfelders and life in 

the Pennsylvania Dutch community in that area.  They were having a seminar 
about the life of Hartranft, a Schwenckfelder, who was a former Civil War General 
and Pennsylvania Governor.  Brother Hartranft was a Mason in Norristown lodge.  
He was extremely involved in several Masonic bodies even riding his horse in re-
galia at a Masonic gathering in Harrisburg. 

On display they had many of his Masonic belongings including the Bible he kissed 
at Lodge, his hat. 

Sometimes one has to look outside Lodge to find Masonic related discussions.  
I’ve been to a history group in the area that had a Masonic discussion regarding 
the Civil War and some of the generals.  
Be creative in your journeys and you too 
can find talks and items related to Masonry in 
which they aren’t tied to any lodge or Masonic 
group. 

R o c k y  J a c k s o n  
A  T r a v e l i n g  M a n  
@ W a s h i n g t o n  

L o g i c  P u z z l e  

S u d o k u  
Answer from Page  15 

M a s o n i c  W o r d  P u z z l e  
Answer from Page  2 

In Ohio 

The Freemason #Network is an online 

social networking platform that connects 

Freemasons worldwide. Free member-

ship includes access to educational re-

sources, Masonic news and events, and 

the ability to meet men of our craft from 

all over the world. https://bit.ly/3eHzMTh  

Answer from Page  4 

Templars Now 

Relics of the Knights Templar - character and 

objective.  https://buff.ly/3HyREM2  

Chesire PGL 

We are pleased to announce the release of the 

second #cheshirefreemasons podcast entitled is 

“Father Christmas a Freemason?” which is now 

available at https://fb.watch/htjXyx3BbA/ 

So make sure to head over to listen and enjoy. 

Bedfordshire 

What's the Future of Freemasonry? Available at  

https://www.bedfordshirefreemasons.org/whats-

the-future-of-freemasonry-on-solomonlive/ 

Templars Now 

Templars in Art: The Ordination of Jacques de 

Molay https://buff.ly/3hdnBPo  

Scottish Rite NMJ 

Looking for some Christmas spirit? We invite 

those who celebrate to read about 

the @masonmuseum's festive panoramic doc-

ument - a 1924 Christmas program created by 

the Al Malaikah Temple Shriners:   https://

nationalheritagemuseum.typepad.com/

library_and_archives/2017/12/in-the-
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    In the last edition of the Washington Post we had 
an article about the Moonlight Lodges of Ohio.  
In the Fall 2002 (Vol. 29, Issue 4) edition of The 
Ohio Beacon, they ran an article discussing the 
Masonic Moonlight Journey.  Thus we have in-
cluded their article here along with a reprinting 

of last issues article on this very same topic.   Hopefully 
some brothers from Washington Lodge will begin this 
journey together. 

On a recent trip to Kentucky, I went a way that I had 
not previously gone before.  I was exploring a couple of 
towns that had old railroad depots.  Whenever I go 
through towns, I try to find the Masonic Lodge just to 
stop and see what their facility looks like.  I discovered 
an interesting lodge in Leesburg.  It is one of Ohio’s 

“Moonlight” Lodges.  I had just read an article about these lodges just a couple of days prior.  
One brother booked over 52 hours of drive time and traversed 2,600 miles in order to 
attend lodge at each of the then 13 Ohio moonlight lodges.  So what makes a lodge a moon-
light lodge?  Back in the day before you had paved roads and automobiles, travel was 
treacherous.  So….for the protection of its members, some lodges would only meet when 
their was a full moon so that its members could utilize the light of the moon to travel safely.  
The Grand Secretary’s office issues a certificate for those brothers who go to all of the 
moonlight lodges in Ohio.  These include Clermont Social No. 29; Doric Lodge No. 172 in Bea-
verton; Leesburg No. 78; Lockbourne No. 232; 
Masterton No. 429;  Montgomery No. 94; Port-
land No. 366; Snow No. 193; Stafford No. 300; Thrall 
No. 170; Unionport No. 333; Waterloo No. 532; West-
ern Sun Lodge No. 91 in Wheelersburg. 

R o c k y  J a c k s o n  
A  T r a v e l i n g  M a n  
@ W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  

Washington Post Editorial Board 
The new masonic year is upon us and thus, the Washington Post has a new editorial 

board.  The board consists of the Worshipful Master, Tim Miracle, the LEO, Mo Webb, the 

immediate past master, Jason Baynum, and agreeing to continue on from the initial edito-

rial board, our current Secretary, Jeremy Spangenberg.  

 

The Washington Post gratefully acknlowdges that contributions of its authors.  The articles 

are for the betterment of the brothers of Washington Lodge.  The authors retain the rights 

to their articles such that they can be published in any other publication of their choosing. 

 

The chief editor of the Washington Post is Brother Rocky Jackson.  We are always looking 

for contributions from the brothers of the lodge.  The deadline to guarantee your article 

will be included is the 15th of the month.  Although the Washington Post will accept arti-

cles after this deadline, they might not be included until the following issue is released. 

To send an article to Rocky email him at rockynaa70@yahoo.com and message him too. 

As the Washington Post was going to press, Worshipful Jason Baynum on behalf of our lodge accepted 

the Grand Masters Award from District Deputy Grand Master Jamie Kilburn for the 2022-2023 year. 


